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A Puzzling Paradox

In no field do we have more ethics teaching, books on

(bio-)ethics, ethics committees etc. as in medicine and

medical education.

Yet, in spite of this medical education seems to

undermine the development of moral-democratic

competence.
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Moral Regression In Medical Education

Longitudinal Study of German Medical Students, N = 592, 1977 -1983

Source: FORM-Project, Lind, 2000
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Moral Regression in Medical Education

Germany and Brazil

Schillinger, M.  (2006).
Learning environments and
moral development: How
university education
fosters moral judgment
competence in Brazil and
two German-speaking
countries. Aachen: Shaker



Moral Regression in Medical Education 

In Poland

Source:
Prof.  Dr.  Ewa Nowak, 2009,
personal communication
N = 376



Moral Regression in Medical Education

In Croatia

Source:
Prof.  Dr. Sunèana Kukolja Taradi,
Medical School, University of
Zagreb, 2009, N= 352
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The crisis of moral competence

development of medal students: a

cross-sectional study in two countries.



Ineffective Methods of Ethical Education

P Reading moral stories

P Lectures about moral values and ethics (”direct methods”)

P Values clarification exercises (Simon)

P Problem-based learning

Lind, G.  (2003). Ist Moral lehrbar? Ergebnisse der modernen moralpsychologischen Forschung.

[Can morality be taught? Research findings from modern moral psychological research.] Berlin: 

Logos-Verlag.
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One-time
participants

All-time
participants

Gommel, M. & Kessler, H. 
(2006), Medical Ethics
Seminars,Moral Judgement
Competence and
Authoritarianism.
Presentation at the AME
conference in Fribourg.
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Negative Effects of Medical Education, intensive
Pedagogya ndP roblem-basedt eaching:B razil

C-scores of of 1st and 6th year medical
students; 

N = 451

A unidade de ensino A cujo modelo pedagógico
é de forte inserção pedagógica 

As unidades de ensino B, C e D possuem
currículos tradicionais 

A unidade E de ensino tem seu aprendizado
baseado em problemas

Rego, S., Palacios, M., Martins, C.D., Bataglia, P., Silva de Oliveira, M., & Bernardino, M., (2011). Avaliação da
competência moral entre estudantes de medicina e ambiente de ensino na graduação em medicina: estudo
comparativo entre três escolas -Resultados parciais ll.



Moral Regression & Segmentation in Medical Education
Fostering Moral Competence in Medical Education



KMDD in the Medical School of Monterrey
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The Relative Effect Size r of the KMDD in
Comparison to Other Methods and Other Fields



Summary

r-Coefficients of “Effective” Methods 
(Lipsey & Wilson, 1993)
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Dilemma Discussion
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